Geographic Information Systems

Program

Supporting the research activities
within Foothills Research Institute

Underlying the GIS Program is a strong belief in the practice of sound data management practices. Good data management
aids us in deriving useful information that can assist in making sound management decisions across all program areas.

Some highlights include the following:

- The management of Fish and Watershed data using the Archydro model. This is a collaborative database effort that is based
on combining regional data with partners such as Jasper National Park.

- The Geographic Information Systems Working Group, representing government and industry, finalized a draft vegetation
data model which will help standardize how data is stored, leading to information that is more consistent, sharable, and
transferable.

- The program has worked with the Foothills Landscape Management Forum to develop an ArcIMS internet mapping website
that displays overview maps relating to access and other features for association users. Other demonstration mapping websites
or “services” have been developed for Fish and Watershed, Grizzly Bear and other research programs.

- The design and creation of a grizzly bear database that consolidates grizzly bear data. The database structure has been
used as a guide by other partnering organizations for wildlife collar databases.

- Creation of the physical structure) of the Traditional Cultural Studies spatial database was completed with test referral
processes. Global Positioning System (GPS) and other field-related training to field data collectors was completed.

- Five years of growth and yield data is loaded in the Foothills Growth and Yield database. This database will undergo a data
migration into a new updated database format for improved data integrity in 2007.

- GISanddatamanagementworkshopssuchastheNatural Resource DataManagementworkshopforpartneringorganizations
and staff.

Foothills Research Institute is a leader in developing innovative science and knowledge for integrated resource management on the forest landscape through diverse and actively engaged partnerships.

The Foothills Research Partnership Ltd. landbase is located in west-central Alberta, and is based in the resource community of Hinton, some three hours west of Edmonton. It covers roughly 2.75 million hectare
(27,500 square kilometres), and embodies Jasper National Park of Canada, the Willmore Wilderness Park, and the Forest Management Area of Hinton Wood Products, a Division of West Fraser Mills Ltd. It also includes
some provincial “crown forest management units”and the Hinton Training Centre’s Cache Percotte Training Forest. Within its boundaries are three forest areas—boreal, montane, and sub-alpine—and many forest
uses including timber, petroleum, and coal extraction, tourism, and recreation.

We welcome inquiries: Box 6330 Hinton, Alberta Canada  T7V 1X6 « T: 780.865.8330 « F: 780.865.8331 « foothillsresearchinstitute.ca
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