














Weldwood is using initial results from the
landscape disturbance project as the “coarse filte:”
cornerstone of their upcoming forest management
plan. Coarse filter refers to forest patterns that
occur at broad scales, for example Weldwood's
Forest Management Area. T he forest patterns
inctude age-class of trees and patch size distribu-
tion. The information gained will heip Weldwood
manage for a range of forest type and age classes
throughout their management area.

Alberta Environmental Protection, the Canadian
Forest Service, Foothills Model Forest and Weldwood
collaborated to develop a revised “Field Guide to
Ecosites of West Central Alberta.” This guide is now
being used as the foundation for Weldwaood's harvest
and silvicultural planning. Almost 400,000 hectares of
the industrial forest landbase have already been field
truthed using this guide.

Results of ongoing measurements of the effects of
chipper residue, made of bark, needles and debris sep-
arated during remote bush chipping operations, on
new tree establishment and growth have led to new
prescriptives for the disposal and spreading of chip-
per residue and are guiding reforestaticn techniques.
The findings of the FMF Environmentally
Significant Areas report led to the formal nomina-
tion of sites to the Alberta Special Places 2000 pro-
gram. Weldwood also used the report in the devel-
opment of its own plan to contribute to the provin-
cial protected areas program.

Jasper National Park {JNP) is currently reviewing its
Park Management Plan. This plan will guide man-
agement decisions and "on the ground” operations

of Jasper National Park over the next decade. FMF
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research and parallel JNP research is being incorpo-
rated into this docurmnent. Examples include research
into cumulative effects assessment and local levei

indicators of sustainable land use management.

T int ves

Increasing political pressures from various stakeho!d-
ers at the local, provincial and national levels, demon-
strate the importance of having a clear understanding
of sustainable development. In 1997/98, Foothills Madel
Forest supported four new initiatives: the Curnulative
Effects Project; the Grizzly Bear Project; the Local
Level Indicators of Sustainable Forest Management
Project; and the Biomaonitoring Project. These initia-
tives will provide a better understanding about the
impact land users have on our forest and our communi-
ties, By furthering our understanding of these
Sustainable Forest Management issues, land managers
will be better equipped to make decisions which will
ensure our forests and communities are healthy today

and into the future.

crumitlotiee offects

Curnutative effects can be defined as the collective
impacts of individual projects on a shared landscape. A
wide variety of human activities, including industrial
forestry, fire suppression and management, oil and gas
exploration and development, mining, recreation and
tourism are placing increased demands on the regional
ecosystem encompassing FMF T herefore, our partners
have a vested interest in understanding and assessing
regional cumulative effects. This project will tink to other
FMF research areas in order to gain a more complete under-
standing about the impact which human activities have
on the ecological, economic and social health of this
region. The anticipated end result of this project wiil be
to provide our partners with accurate information so they
can set landscape level objectives for the management of

hurman activities.

focal fevel indicaiois of sustalnable
forest manangenivid project
In 1995, the Canadian Council of Forest Ministers (CCPM)

developed a Canadian approach to Criteria and



















































































