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Olive-sided Flycatcher
(Contopus cooperi)

PRIMARY HABITAT
Open coniferous/wetland, edge

TERRITORY SIZE
10.5–45 ha

NEST TYPE
Canopy (conifer)

STAND LEVEL
May depend on nest success; see 
Response to Forest Management.

LANDSCAPE LEVEL
Patchy, wet, open, and recently burned 
coniferous forests on the passive 
landbase.

NEST REUSE
No

STATUS
SARA
Alberta

British Columbia
Saskatchewan

THREATENED BLUE
MAY BE AT RISK NO STATUS

BREEDING WINDOW
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HABITAT ECOLOGY
• In western Canada, the Olive-sided Flycatcher is found in 0–30 year-old harvested

stands and 0–10 year-old burned stands, provided they contain residual trees, and
>125 year-old fire-origin mixedwood forests.1

• This species’ preferred habitat is old, open (<40% cover) coniferous forests or
young burned stands, forest openings, and edges containing snags and live
trees.2,3 Important habitat features for this species include:

• Tall, prominent perches (snags preferred to live trees).2,4

• Riparian areas, water bodies, swamps, bogs, and muskegs containing snags.2

• High-contrast edges between mature forest (used for nesting) and openings
(used for hunting).5

RESPONSE TO FOREST MANAGEMENT
• Clearcutting without residuals, post-fire salvage logging, and herbicide and

insecticide use are considered important threats to this species because they
reduce forest diversity and structural complexity.6

• This species is attracted to young retention harvests, selection harvests,
shelterwoods, thinned stands, and landscapes fragmented by clearcutting.1,2,7–9

• However, a small-scale study in the northern Rocky Mountains of the USA suggests that Olive-sided Flycatchers may
preferentially nest in harvested stands with retention and have much lower nest success than in fire-origin openings due to
increased nest predation.10

• Follow-up studies in western Canadian forests are strongly recommended to determine whether retention harvests are acting
as ecological traps on these landscapes.

STAND-LEVEL RECOMMENDATIONS
• High densities of Olive-sided Flycatcher within harvest blocks containing residual spruce, fir, larch, and tall snags suggest that

these features may be useful for improving habitat quality within harvested stands. The following harvest strategies and/or
retention guidelines are expected to attract Olive-sided Flycatcher:4

• Coniferous residual trees of varying heights, singly or in small clumps, for perching (females prefer shorter trees for perching
than males).

• Snags and trees exceeding the canopy height of retention patches and trees with reduced foliage at the top.
• Selection harvest within spruce, fir, and larch stands.

• However, if these stands are shown to lead to low Olive-sided Flycatcher nest success, alternative strategies will be needed to
avoid unintended consequences (see Landscape-level Recommendations and Knowledge Gaps).4
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“Quick, three beers!” is the distinctive song 
of the Olive-sided Flycatcher. This nationally 

Threatened bird hunts by swooping over 
clearings, meadows, or wetlands and 

catching insects mid-air.  




